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The Fourth Sunday of the Season of Creation: September 27, 2026 
 
Gathering Hymn                  All Creatures of Our God and King- H400                  All stand as able 
Verses 1-3 and 7 only 
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Collect of the Day   All stand as able 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray.  
 O God, you show your glory throughout your Creation, calling it very good: Grant us the 

fullness of your blessing, that we, stewarding your garden, may become partakers in your joy; 
through Jesus Christ the Wisdom of Creation, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
now and for ever. 

People Amen. 
 
 
 
First Reading – Exodus 17:1-7   All may be seated. 
Reader A reading from the book of Exodus 
 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord 
commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The people 
quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? 
Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against 
Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” So 
Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord 
said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your 
hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at 
Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight 
of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested 
the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 
 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16   All remain seated; text is read in unison. 
 

Hear my teaching, O my people;  
 incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
I will open my mouth in a parable;  
 I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 
That which we have heard and known, 
 and what our forefathers have told us,  
 we will not hide from their children. 
We will recount to generations to come 
 the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord,  
 and the wonderful works the Lord has done. 
The Lord worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers,  
 in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 
The Lord split open the sea and let them pass through;  
 God made the waters stand up like walls. 
The Lord led them with a cloud by day,  
 and all the night through with a glow of fire. 
God split the hard rocks in the wilderness  
 and gave them drink as from the great deep. 
The Lord brought streams out of the cliff,  
 and the waters gushed out like rivers. 
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Second Reading – A Reading from “Hope is Here! Spiritual Practices for Pursuing Justice and 
Beloved Community,” Luther Smith Jr.     All remain seated. 
Reader A reading from Luther Smith Jr.      
 

“I hear people’s anxiety about the present and future state of the world… All this has led many to feel and 
say, “The times have never been this bad!” Although I understand how people come to this conclusion, I 
also know that every generation has faced crises that threatened to rip apart their personal, social, and 
political foundations… We insult our ancestors by exclaiming that we are overwhelmed and incapacitated 
because we live in the worst of times.  
 

This is our season! This is our time! We cannot use the increased complexity of our times and lives as an 
excuse to withdraw from our distinctive challenges. Every generation has dealt with confusing new realities 
that led to bewildering circumstances. Every generation has had the challenges and opportunities to 
embrace the work of hope. This is our time! This is our season! Hope is here to enliven us to life and the 
practices of justice and beloved community… Each one of us can be a sign of hope for this and future 
seasons.” 
 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Holy Gospel – Matthew 21:23-32   All stand as able  
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 
teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus 
said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what 
authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And 
they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe 
him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they 
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 
these things. 
 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard 
today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second 
and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his 
father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 
going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you 
did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you 
did not change your minds and believe him.” 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ 
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Offertory                     Veni Sancte Spiritus – WLP832 
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Communion                       The Desert Shall Rejoice – WLP722 
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Closing Hymn                           Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee – H376                        All stand as able 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


