The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost: July 26, 2026

Gathering Hymn God of Grace and God of Glory (H-5%4) All stand as able
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, on thy peo -ple pour thy power;

2 Lo! the hosts of e - vil round us scorn thy Christ, as - sail his ways!
3 Cure thy chil-dren’s war - ring mad-ness, bend our pride to thy con - trol;
4 Save us from weak res - ig - mna - tion to the e - vis we de-plore;
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crown thine an-cient Church’s sto - ry; bring her bud to glo - rious flower.
From the fears that long have bound us free our hearts to faith and praise:
shame our wan-ton, self - ish glad-ness, rich in things and poor in soul
let the gift of thy sal - va-tion be our glo - ry ev - er - more.
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Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour - age, for the fac - ing of this
grant us wis - dom, grant us cour - age, for the liv - ing of these
Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour - age, lest we miss thy king-dom’s
Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour - age, serv - ing thee whom we
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hour, for the fac - ing of  this hour.
days, for the liv - ing of these days.
goal, lest we miss thy king -dom’s goal.
dore, serv - ing thee whom we a - dore.
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Collect of the Day Al stand as able

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy:
Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so
pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

People Amen.

First Reading — Genesis 29:15-28 Al may be seated.
Reader A reading from the book of Genesis

Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me,
what shall your wages be?2” Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name
of the younger was Rachel. Leah's eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. Jacob loved
Rachel; so he said, "I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” Laban said, “It is better
that | give her to you than that | should give her to any other man; stay with me.” So Jacob served seven
years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her.

Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that | may go in to her, for my time is completed.” So Laban
gathered together all the people of the place and made a feast. But in the evening, he took his daughter
Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah
to be her maid.) When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, "What is this you have done
to me? Did | not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?2” Laban said, “This is not done
in our country—giving the younger before the firstborn. Complete the week of this one, and we wiill give you
the other also in return for serving me another seven years.” Jacob did so and completed her week; then
Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b Allremain seated; text is read in unison.

Give thanks to the Lord and call upon the God’s Name;
make known the Lord’s deeds among the peoples.
Sing to God, sing praises to God,
and speak of all the Lord’s marvelous works.
Glory in the Lord’s holy Name;
let the hearts of those who seek God rejoice.
Search for the Lord’s strength;
continually seek the Lord’s face.
Remember the marvels God has done,
God’s wonders and the judgments of God’s mouth,
O offspring of Abraham God'’s servant,
O children of Jacob God'’s chosen.
The Lord is our God;
God'’s judgments prevail in all the world.
God has always been mindful of the covenant,
the promise God made for a thousand generations:



The covenant God made with Abraham,
the oath that God swore to Isaac,
Which God established as a statute for Jacob,
an everlasting covenant for Israel,
Saying, "To you will | give the land of Canaan
to be your allotted inheritance.” Hallelujah!

Second Reading - Romans 8:26-39  All remain seated.
Reader A reading from the book of Romans

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit
intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to God's
purpose. For those whom God foreknew God also predestined to be conformed to the image of God's
Son, in order that God might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom God predestined God
also called; and those whom God called God also justified; and those whom God justified God also
glorified.

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against use God who did not withhold
God’s own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will God not with him also give us everything else? Who will
bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemnz It is Christ Jesus, who died,
yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us
from the love of Christ2 Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be
slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through God who loved us. For | am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things o come, nor powers, nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.
People Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel - Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 All stand as able
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone
took and sowed in a field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs
and becomes a free, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with
three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

“The kingdom of heaven is like freasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind;
when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it

3



will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw
them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

“"Have you understood all this2” They answered, “Yes."” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who
has been frained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure
what is new and what is old.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ
Offertory Not Here for High and Holy Things (H-9)
P = —
[ (anWall?) | | I [ |
i = * e ° |
*1 Not  here for high and ho - ly things we  ren-der thanks to
*2  the ro - yal robes of au-tumn moors, the gold-en gates of
*3 of faith and hope and love un - dimmed, un - dy-ing still through
4 A - wake, a - wake to love and work! The lark is in the
5 Come, let thy voice be one with  theirs, shout withtheir shout of
6 to give and give, and give a - gain, what Godhath giv - en
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1 thee, but for the com - mon things  of earth, the
2 spring, the vel - vet of soft sum - mer nights, the
3 death, the re - sur - rec - tion of the world, what
4  sky, the fields are wet with dia - mond dew, the
5 praise; see how the gi - ant sun  soars up, great
6 thee; to spend thy - self nor count the cost; to
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1 pur - ple pa - gean - try of dawn - ing and of
2 sil - ver glis - te - ring of all  the mil - lion
3 time there comes the breath of dawn that rus - tles
4 worlds a - wake to cry their bles - sings on the
5 lord of vyears and days! So let the love of
6 serve right glo - rious - ly the God who gave all
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1 dy - ing days, the splen - dor  of the sea,
2 mil - lion stars, the si - lent song they sing,
3 through the trees, and that clear voice that saith:
4 Lord of life, as he goes meek - ly by.
5 Je - sus come and set  thy soul a - Dblaze,
6 worlds that are, and all that are to be.



Communion In the Bulb There Is a Flower (MHSO-86)
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1 In the bulb there is a flow - er; in the seed, an ap-ple
2 There's a song in ev-'ry si- lence, seek-ing word and mel-o -
3 In our end is our be - gin - ning; in our time, in-fin-1-
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tree; iIn  co - coons, a hid - den prom - ise: but - ter -
dy; there's a dawn in  ev-'ry dark - ness,  bring-ing
ty; in our  doubt there 1s be - liev - ing; in  our
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flies will soon be free! In the cold and snow of
hope to you and me. From the past will come the
life, e - ter - ni - ty; in our death, a res - ur -
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win - ter there's a spring that waits to be,
fu - ture, what it holds, a mys -ter - vy, un -re -
rec - tion; at  the last, a vic - to - 1y,
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vealed un-til its sea - son, some-thing God a-lone can see.

Words and Music: Promise, Natalie Sleeth (1930-1992) © 1986 Hope Publishing Co., 380 S. Main PI., Carol Stream, IL 60186
[www.hopepublishing.com]. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



Closing Hymn Thy Kingdom Come! On Bended Knee (H-615) All stand as able
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1 “Thy king - dom come!” on bend-ed knee the pass-ing a - ges pray;

2 But the slow watch - es of the night not less to God be - long;

3 And o, al - rea - dy on the hills the flags of dawn ap - pear;

4 the day to whose clear shin-ing light all wrong shall stand re - vealed,

5 when know-ledge, hand in

hand with peace, shall

walk the earth a - broad;
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1 and faith-ful souls have yearned to see on earth that king-dom’s day.
2 and for the ev - er - last - ing right the si - lent stars are strong.
3 gird up your loins, ye pro - phet souls, pro-claim the day is  near:
4 when jus - tice shall be throned in might,and ev - ery hurt be healed;
5 the day of per - fect right - eous - ness, the prom-ised day of  God.
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