The Second Sunday of Lent: March 1, 2026

Gathering Hymn Praise Our Great and Gracious Lord — H 393 All stand as able
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| Praise our great and gra - cious Lord, call up - on  |his ho - ly Name;
2 God has given the cloud by day, given the mov-ing  fire by night;
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raisi - ng hymns in  glad ac - cord, all  his might - v acts pro-claim:
guides his  Is - rael on their way from the dark-ness in - to  light.
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how he leads his cho - sen un - to Ca-naan’s prom - ised land,
God it is who grants us sure re-treat  and re - fuge nigh;
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how the word we  have heard  firm and change - less still shall stand.
light of dawn leads us om: tis the Day - spring from on high.

Collect of the Day Al stand as able

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from
your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and
hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the
Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.

People Amen.



First Reading — Genesis 12:1-4a  All may be seated.
Reader A reading from the book of Genesis

The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that |
will show you. | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you, and make your name great, so that you
will be a blessing. | will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you | will curse; and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.”

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 121 Allremain seated; text is read in unison.

| lift up my eyes to the hills;
from where is my help to come?
My help comes from the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.
The Lord will not let your foot be moved
and God who watches over you will not fall asleep.
Behold, God who keeps watch over Israel
shall neither slumber nor sleep;
The Lord watches over you;
the Lord is your shade at your right hand,
So that the sun shall not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
The Lord shall preserve you from all evil;
it is God who shall keep you safe.
The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth for evermore.

Second Reading - Romans 4:1-5; 13-17  Allremain seated.
Reader A reading from the book of Romans

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For if Abraham was
justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the scripture say?
“"Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are
not reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to one who without works trusts the one who justifies the
ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the
law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null
and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all
his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for
he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the presence
of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not
exist.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.
People Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation - H146 Al stand as able
***Verse 2 ONLY
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1 Now let us all with one ac - cord,
2 The cov - e - nant, so long re - vealed
3 Your love, O Lord, our sin - ful race

4 Re - mem - ber, Lord, though frail we be,

5 There - fore, we pray you, Lord, for give;
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1 in com - pa - ny with a - ges past,

2 to those of faith for - mer time,

3 has not re - turned, fal - = - fied;

4 in your own im - were we made;

5 so when  our wan - derings here shall cease,
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1 keep vi - gil with our heaven - ly Lord
2 Christ by his own ex - am - ple sealed,
3 au - thor of mer - cy, turn your face
4 help |wus, lest in anx : i - e - ty,
5 we may with you for ev - er live,
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1 in his temp ta tion and his fast.

2 the Lord of love, in love sub - lime.
3 and grant re pent - ance for our pride.

4 we cause your Name to be be - trayed.

5 in love and u ni ty and peace.




Holy Gospel BJohn 3:1-17 Al stand as able
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

There was a religious leader named Nicodemus. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we
know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart
from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God
without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, "How can anyone be born after having grown
old? Can one enter a second time intfo the mother’'s womb and be born2” Jesus answered, “Very fruly, | tell
you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh
is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that | said to you, ‘You must be born from
above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, *How can
these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these
things?

“Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive
our testimony. If | have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell
you about heavenly thingse No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from
heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses liffed up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

“"For God so loved the world that God gave God's only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might
be saved through him."”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ



Eternal Lord of

Love —H149
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1 E - ter - nal God of love, be - hold your Church
2 So dai - ly dy ing to the way of self,
3 If dead in you, 50 in you we a - vTise,
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walk - ing once more the pil - grim way of Lent,
S0 dai - ly liv - ing to your way of love,
you the first - bom  of all the faith - ful dead;
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led by your cloud by day, by night your fire,
we walk the road, O Je - sus, that you  trod,
and as through ston - y ground the green shoots break,
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moved by your love and toward your pres-ence  bent:
know - ing our - selves bap - tized in - to your death:
glo - rious in spring - time dress of leaf and  flower,
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far  off yet  here— the goal of all de - sire.
50 we are dead and live with you in God.
S0 in your ver - dant glo - ry  shall we wake.
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Communion Love One Another — Gather 630

Refrain
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Love one  an - oth-er, for love is of God.
H_# I . ] ;
) I I I N 1 { :
5 t=—— 351+ g . — —
[)) ‘ _d‘
Love one an - oth -er, for God 1S love.
Verses
1. God loved the world so much he sent us his only son,
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that all who believe in him might have eternal life.

Since God has given his love to us, therefore let us love one another.
If we love one another, God will love us, and live in us in perfect love.

. Ev’ryone who loves is begotten of God and knows him as the Father.

But they who do not love do not know God, for God is love.

Let not your hearts be troubled, for love has no room for fear.
In love all fear is forgotten, for God is here with us.

. God is love, and they who abide in love,

abide in God, and God in them.




Closing Hymn

Verses 1-4 only

O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High — H 449

All stand as able
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1 O love,  how deep, how broad, how  high, how pass - ing

2 For us bap tized, for us  he bore his ho ly

3 For us he prayed; for us he taughti; for us his

1 For us to wick - ed  hands be - trayed,scourged, mocked, in

5 For us he rose from death a - gaim for us he

6 All glo - ry to ouwr Lord and God for love S0
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I thought and fan - ta - sv, that  God, the Son of

2 fast and hun - gered sore;  for us  temp ta - tions

3 dai - Iy works  he wrought: by words  and signs and

4 pur - ple robe ar - rayed, he bore the shame - ful

5  went on high 1o reign;  for us he sent his

6 deep, S0 high, so broad; the Trin - i Ly whom
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1 God, should take our mor - tal form for mor-tals’ sake.

2 sharp he knew; for us the tempt - er ov-er - threw

3 ac - tions, thus stll  seek - ing not  him - self, but us,

1 cross and death; for us  gave up  his  dy-ing breath.

5 Spi - rit here  to  guide, to  strength-en, and to cheer.

6 we a - dore lor ev - er and  for ev - er - more.



